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W""""""'''''tered '''''' __ films of u.. 19fIOs lnd 19901 ohowc:ase 1Ou~ -.. 

«IpS and diote<.tives operatirI& "'"" ~ dariry. and ...... h • ..,... M a 
maIe· ..... * ed wo.td. "Thor. -.. -,. lew foomaIe ~"",«>n and no ,.,.,. 
det~ 11"1 (Iwi<; film noh. Two centnI n>Ies. the 0trorll·wlled, I_ lacale 
versuJ the bland bu. ~ WI'" .... p1I~ 1\ ....... 60rninawI duI.\c noIr ....... 
W .... u.. lone excepcion '" Ida lupIno. Ihra -e ....... IotmoIe di .. eClon '" 
dusIc 1IOIf. TheM. Wnitotlol"lS line altered some .....a the 19tIOs. In __ 

WOfl*> u...,.lly ~I three ....... , the femme I~w., the fetNIo! ...... lIptor/OewClI ... 
and thou&"> still ~. u.. IotmoIe dIrI!aor .... writer A short ... of 
ConleO"P""'""f -.. ~«>n '" _ indJdeo: klthrrn Bt; I w. I..luIe 
~. TInV"iI Oaoio, Mary I..ambert. Sondra Locke, Oorolhy Ann l'Ino. Kat! 
SI\e.1 Ruben. ond UIi ~inI Zaro.ck. Two key con~ .... c;II;1 II 1 ~ 
~ _ Sue Gnfton ...d Sora. Paret.ky. 

Woman-ctlnw.d _-<>Oh inw-"""'Z'e both new and old _ ~ wllNn 

new crItJqua "I pa~ ond ....Iyse$ '" /etnoIIl id.ndty ~ psyc'-'o. 
Iytoc: peims ~ """"D'''1. oexuality • .....,....n.m. W .........-·s phrooaI 
...-efII!h ~ WI\!> pdldcill is..- ........ eo,"',..........- as p<1IIeuIonab. Each 
of thuc ~ Iopiu II ~ed lrom a _., ~1Iw. F....v-. 
,.,.,... c ... w.-ed ,1eCI ._ ...... profIer~-' sepuati ... and IoxIdaah post-

tionJ ..... thooir women' ....... n- -,,"-,ts Qken topd." "'tnll<: that there 
iI no ...... "'" _·1 noo> ___ f~m. The beSt ~ !hen iI II> map the 1M 
nmoot«l for 1emaIe..:enw-.d ............. by anaIyrin(c as '"""I' Ie ..... ...-.-. nee>
_. as pouibIoo 

~ ....... , _, dncted by a _ orodI .... INNrinS a ........... 11"1 their 

~ roles .... JIDI'II"'I both 11"1 .... 1hI-I><kuhr.rl 'ennl. I .... upand .... !he par..... 
len of".., .... o:Iio«Iurw. ond ... in ..... w;>mIc terma, /or p'''IIdiIII,",opia,noeo,. 
I .... _ inlO 1paC'" that ha-.e been donwuolJld by while men. "*-... remain 
re<rOjnde """"",,', noo _l. Thu ...... , -..y _·s.- In'ends ..... -
~ of IotmaIot ~ ......... ~ 10 the .... do , .... ed.utus quo. In 
fkt, • _!FUm I.....,wood-/riendly tr"Iode ~ like I'remoer., whoth ~. 

tu"'" two COOJ"""," -opodaIlJweo" ....." 'W_ In HoI!) ,.cod" lor 1><> ... 1993', 
Year of u.. Worn¥> and 1996 . .......... hew slowly 1M 1I0Il) ,oJ SJ'I1em has 
chanced $lnce!he 00- of dassk film .... III •• ",opIc" cNn on dnotton"doe 

'" 
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19911s1ue one leoma d>at, 01 1M 7.))2 Nawno .... ...a-ed from 19ot9.79. 
tiler. _ 7.118 directood by "*'""" I ~ IiIms dAc.ted by 7 ~I "--' 
from 1981-1991. J d.e 1.79<lluwre,...., I ,,-d. 1.711.....". dncted IIr 
........ and 81 _re d ....... ed by_.t '"YearDlIha Woman· .... iWlt,lhuot ........ 
ben malte durthat. as _as II> 1991. __ WW1i ,III ~/otao 
in U ........ SIa\e' ftirnmAkinll, 11'ONUi1)l. despiq wdI ............ !he ktnoM *"<IietIc. 
lor n'OO'o'Ies (on.........s IO~. n..1Ir$! "W_1n IW)NO<Id" tpKiII iot.ue 
of .... 1M11Cf. malt .. cluj" 1IIl •• "Women 15 and oI6er .. . ~trOI ........ ...."..je·tIck .. 

dolan "'- ony ott- MJ .. IeI" 01 !he audiotnoL If tills *""'" Iike$ a -. thor 
_ CO ~ and opn .• , Whether thac ~ will also preswre companoct \0 

add ~ dIooc\Uo ... espor;loIIy if ptOCkKcn hu!t! 10 de"iOI'¥'''' as tnJd> • 
.... popubr pntU Impks. remalnl to be $MIl. A. ........ and ~ ,...... decec:· 
_ popuiale ................... jIoty Is .........,. OU'I "" whei:Iw" • '-1"'" ff,maIo .... 

....:. I .... ~\eI"Ii and rdms born 01 tnal.o(;.n\e~ p<l1p IIO¥eIs ...... abo cont!roIo 

10 !,"OW. 

W_', roeo~_. 11'1 .... 198()s Inl ulecllor chanJc> in 6epo:"", the,........ 
of cnn~ _lip ........ .nd then beprI Ync-..., WI)tIW> •• cnn. ,..... well. 

diocuuiono; J , ..... """" OCt. At. Elaynoo Ropprc malt ... clear in her w""".,., cI 
the poIm 01 _n', iI ...... "fm*llsm ........... NI IOdety ....., .-is .. 
ct..nae II> Itnponant. ~ _)'$,.'.o.n.IytInf:. w..:,;on 01 ~,.". 
prove> "'mInaIl .... "",,_', cor>tInI>inz redef •• ,IOh. 'p'''"'' "P _ "', 
courH away from the JirCuIar COhee". J ......... W"ed eiusc f.olm ...... ~. 
maJe.c..,tered .......... , ......e 001 a noct.e lor _Do investip ........ expand utk1nI 
roles lor _ . .nd pondo>DCOl)r. II> bao:kluh An.. may aIso.....ulbe u-. 
don.aI~"',. 

In ott- .............. ,..." ted>nIqye II". ~ d_ ch' wed <X ". 

ler.d ~ • ~ r>arrO.lC$ w, • .acI 01. man! l«klidonalr. one """" ....... 
_hoIr we V'II able to read dusic ,.,.,. tile 00ubI0 In<ktmil)' (19+4) Iftd OOA 
( 19500) diH~tly once _ ,,"-...,. Mary Lambert·, s...«t (1981). Does Obnoo', 
(E"n en;,,'s) nl&hunare narn_ in !he 1an.-1iIm. <Old from her _1$ Dodo 
befono and afIer!l5th >I'd opoke<> In~. add !he "woman', ...,.,." «t_ 
f~mtmIc"" ! S/eIfO may do lull "-. Dian.', voice _ .,lus, ofIen. out..._, 
J .... Ihoo<y ol voic_ at·~ ....... and ~"'11"01'08 do""" .... Dodo 
ypduao and ...,pondo to tha paroIIeI....s. chanot:1en in the two dusic ... ... 
ti'Iei\tloned. In Its similar piottInJ """ NiT1Uioon dcooIc ... the '<Iewe< ...:ocru" ..... 
..- ""nern of the ~ ~. ir)'lnl1O make _ ol hfflhio liM once _ • 
aIraady 100 I.-. ~. ~ Diane'J diocO¥O')' N' Ddt (tW\in $heeto) Is 
~"& her~. ok~di"'" okllh I .... penonoI mO".tai~ p/rI. 0#" .......... 

acillco<.oes har uaa.- ..... 1IIne (Gabriel 8ymo). is ........ euentIaIy '."""18 
W:aIw He!!". (Fred MacMurny"J) male cocl ... _ Woul ' ...... lor PI')'IiI . 
nchson lB..rb¥.1o Stanw)'Ck) .... Fran!< BIrIo ... ·, (Edmond O·a,;..,·I) ~ 
10 tha (01)> obOiJl hl1 poisonI"ll" <Hbatable. Still, ~ "1m ~ ~ • _ ID 



'" narn. .. "'" ~ of her inner f>SYCh-. .. "'" """" con/uoin, her tnIfI ........... 
tIC ~inrs in , vok_ ~-<~ .ryIoo _ !he tnlife Ioonrth of • 

fea""" r ....... camInIy I~ pe,t 'F -,;y ~1. COi ..... ..:! 10 rypicaI 
_ I*.-.. Dane Is demed """"- II • Iemtne !mil __ ......... wIIerioIc ... 
friencI for !he ..... "'<><>CO list. 1Wner, she II Iho po. "'I"oIst. WI. ;' • wiIh • 
hoot of a>llbadiclOO,1edin$J iIt>d iI, .. ' . Theoefooe. ow... 10 ...... ouIIe!'It1Iln 
that ..... Is (ompded It> .. !Urn to .......... tIne to \l")' '" __ .... dIsurded 10... 
Yet. in • way. ,he .... pond • .., one! redellnu other rnd~'" ,.".... roIes_ 
1M ,emai". a ~ woman to-.:! Auptlne and hh ... w, bowlul ... as 
well <IS • rebel 10 chi looP bonds of her INIitoI .... tJoNI\ip """" Del. 

A ...... po<Jti400oh, who norntell 1M> II ~ be< __ , "W.,- oIlooI<in& 
in ~....., 10 -y" 01 ~ 01 ct.....i .. .,. ...... 'LIO WII)'I 01,.. 
.entin, onaeIf"i III SIu, • . ow. contn>b ..... narn.1Ion wille pIoI by her -. 
...... ' ond ~ns. ~tinl ....... 11' ..-. :occ ...... teIy becau ........ <onttoIo these 
teclvlique. DiKou ..... onaIysa .. mos! c_' ld,,! ~ il"'- how .. bIIe"";" 
........ on pndoor "'"'-. WidIin """ Mod. .. s-u., rMe daWc _ d.'oatia ................. 

Consequently, CX-'. tonlrOl of''''''' oochnique abo Iowoa cnIIaI ~ 
on thematla wI ...n.ct .... ~. The "",,*"- be_ Io¥e one! 
money. the hopooluaroeu of romantic love In .. ,,'tamp<>r.vy _!e\y. and ""' .... 
oIl1uhb>d< in O<'det 10 rry 10 ........ duo",.d tie .. work toted- 10 .......... 
an "'" assumpcIon lhat theM ... . ...... IiaIy . .... It.emMics of /iIrn .-so In Di-

one, •• """" woman on • menQI and psydlit .,-1. s-u. ................. . 
... d>wc ~ IS COtt$WIIIy >hifcint and open to Issues of ............ , ideoo\Jty. 
Hat'\' AM ~ at ........... wt.w> • woman-<en\el"Wd , ...... ...... ....uy and some-
timu obscu....ty In6mptS to traCe "'" contou ... of f.maIe wbjeclMt\" and dai .. 
",""In ..... tnd~ Iormo and c_ oIllo1)~ rw..u.....-ain con

<ndictions ... dw! potn.rchal ideo6oO bee .. ",. "-'"Pi .. ,,'" eva. d'ooush • 
..... ,d .. ""-<i fotmaIiak _ NfTMlo.e dev.c.1I ,_.-I by!he;....., 01"""" _ 
'" Sooul' , ..- ldentily and . uiIunI U>d.s .,. .... n.t«l ;tI .nil .. _ Iooid, 
ThIs ne<HIOO' ..........,, '. r ......... tNt d>a .oIceo_ deW:. is no mono """""'" 
by the mala thin the I ........ So.lId clecenteO the pandip lDO' ~Int noir 
VOOC_. f>">"'Ina tNt the ;ae$thetlc ....... is.-. fl><e6 ~ but ...... 
;.ost ~ !.lie ............... dIKounM may conllltt the old. In SIe.ta. o.n.'. u 
......... 1""'fWY_ ".''''.'1 but ..... dille.,. from !he "'"'" .... ad .. PM\e"'. is 
cocMd at opecillaly 1eoNIe. cIeMonI......., tN •• tyIioIIQ and ~ .., ....... 
able terms In neo_ Md 1I..,-.no..Id. ~""')'I be disc ... M<I ... cooo;..nc
!Ion ...,;th IUrroundinz culwnd "'fIuen< .. 
~n Shu Ruben'. Sitippe<110 KJI (1987) 011." on add~ UI'IU ... II ~ 

kIr ..-- cmici>m. no. dio,",,~ __ the teI_"', with her ....-

about • femaIo cop .....ned Cody (1Uy Lenz) ....... mwt CO ~ and p<* at 

• I<IJlIess <bncer In order co Ioaw the ........... inhabrcint !he WG1d 01 ~ 
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s<nppI"I who Is bnJ<alIy ..... rOer1", vorIou, d....,.,. n..,.." Is ch, ...... 10 __ 
lyle ~ at lust two ways. Findy. It II. ~,....,. &1m. Todod as II; ill ond p">" 

duc...:I by R<>J« Conr.n, eM"" was mode cheaply and cW*! the io'"",O'WIUr 
of an upIoItIbOn 11m. Yet, eM""" iIIso _ .... wid> __ eIemoo,b. Sec:ondIr. 
the ...,... ",,,bloo,,,atites the aooumption of .... .:amen ;as .. nen~ phalIc • • 
<nI(gi ,lemen, of the .~ pq-~. The 11m -.oe. lis critique by III aII'4iI
teftdy ptO-_", comm..niIy .- ¥Id by the 'oct tho: the pre w;ltcNnt 
"'*te IlMppn Is most often can$trVC.od " femol.. T otethe' . the pD IItId "'" 
compo.itIon of SUippH to /(jf ........ ID oppooe u.n Mu/oocy"I tt.o.ry IN! .~ 
.tram r;m coded the erotic 11'110 .... ~ 0/ the dominarI. palrilfc/l.ll or· 
dar,·' WhU. the ftlm is 'v,''''''' • f'\\dIc::III ....... ~t, it II abo mono dian ....... 
w " " ' !.Ilion irnqe,< pruenled lot d>e ~"""" of male ~I~, 

!Un sr... IWbM seems u> toe ...... '"1111.' the COI'NtlIlIoN of "rNIism" are no! 

as io • .,o.Ut>I as aecdnI her IduI of the Ihcmollc """ au.- aspects 01.,." 
_ ', danr::. seq ! ............... in • proper-~. The 111m ... ~ ...... 
• trIppInc', lIConomic reI>~ 10 ...... In on* 10 ~ eroOc ~ • 
• prolesslon where ..........etI, who .... y t.a.... ,",,!enid the club .... t 01 \fatIous eco-
nomic need., Inotud de-..Ig.p • ..,bculwAl ..... lanCe fO their proIeosiofo's trad;. 

~ --.. n.. 4¥><:~ develop otr'OIII bonds -.' ~ ;Ind • 
dMp ~ """ the c.reatMty 01 thalr fellow worbn. The Impews !hal 
d ...... 1l>e$oe d~ It ~ ocher_ -. "",,',_ cruIMfy. nN 
...... the d ienfeM or maIe..........n who are conumed ........ wltlllItih. ~, 

and the eco<>omi<s 01 dance. o..pite the contndic""" 01 ulillylna die .... !Iet
a'OMXUoI lue lor U$I\, the _ IoCIloIIOIy <it . II '" and i ,'9i 0 .. Ihdr pral'a. 
oionaI skill> lor o;he IIf>PI"OV>I of thtIr 0_ wbwltunll _"'S ~"''7. 

Because _ ..... mtrOdoc:od 10 the indMduoIllrippen., .. !her INllIO ct- dub 
..cIIences, K.n Shea R.betI oIowJ the voewer", rymp&1hIeo. 10 f.vor tho wometI', 

I"OW'"I ~t and <1<," In pb<:e oIlhe leers ond mon-r of che ...... 
the club', audienoo. Theo.", e the typiaI ~ boor.. ... n ,tnpper ancI _ 
~, is brobn 6own. 8y demy>hlylfl( the $u\ppoIn, !he ~ W4'ftI; d,. _ 

lrno .... 1YWl boo .. ,.. v..wen who....,........., for a ""01MA~ ~ r ... are 
asked 10 ~!heir r"e$p<In$e$'o ferNIe nud'1)". T"" f...we 6nr:1O< coruttvtt> 

~ .,.tiheprnonic ....... ·en·"'."" !hal .~ how .....u. aoHedc ..... <'-
lIbiIi1)" dIe<e dane ..... fIOSW'U. "'bet. the OM dane ... named Cinnamon who u ... 
d""" ..... wmbIa off 'I>«" du ...... * heir ~ YUIpr ..... une is -..:I <»- upOOI 
by rhI!I other dancers as ~ "'hu t.e.L." She _ Iooes '- _ "'-" ........ 
.... is !Ired by ~ booause 01 he<" lxk 0/ discIpline. In SIt>j>ped t~ /GIl. wpItrss 
d~fI( is ~ pro/e"kIn neither rudimentary.- ~ ,:-." ,t/)' ~" 

In <oncr.ut. by -.,hinI up local __ criminals and Iabrin& I local M NIrIOd 
Pode< bodr I "peNeF1" and .... prime ouope<t t..au..e .. wo\d'lo$ --, IOPI
.how WIth his '-It Nnd in his pocbI and pts _ ,..... _ ~ ao-n .. 
~. ~ ...... ,_ (Grea EYIpn).,u .... .....t.era....;1I\ hi, part in \No: mJ«Ie< "'-Ii-
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pilon. ~. he ..... .,. INdIo pooes. Is CIIIJ;.t .. 0 pi ... 'P' 01 .. , ... or 
IoIowo false Iucb. On !he oW< ~. his ,.... ,....... Codr bep.s 10 make 
I ...... Wid! !he ....... dane...., ~ !NI Pockec Is not II'IUNtbotina at .......... 
but rad'oer ......... his hand. wtoidIls why hoo ""-7> hod.. his ....to In his pockec. 
and .... ~ obIaHd wiIto """''-'"I: bod> ..... u,.co_ ~ and .... 
." thor CUll. ""'*' Heio .. ,,,,. tells Cody INoI "!he 1nD" haslound out whM shoo 
Is doItI( and has OIde!ed hoe>' 1O"t-.: up [her] " " "'s." Cody.,... onzriIy pf 
Hooinenwllor uitkirc '- InIO Ior.Wnt poIico NIH >lid ~ In the /hI pIxe. 
She Ihef'I decides 10 perform p Rroal dOlnCe bod! In order 10 S-' doMe '" "'*""I 
.... c_ and 10 prov;de. kind oIamWOII" to He"*TWI', Irick on her. For !he fn, 
time In the f,1m. Cody demons", .. .,. foe Hel_ bolh ~ <eXuli powe< and 
I!er ability to do JOOd WOf1(. Heineman bu ... back 'laCe 01,--.1 •• flwlel"ed ond 
...,..,., He yeIb. ukinll her wh.1 thoo ..... shoo io dooo!& ond pu" rw>Ic on Codr-"YOI.i 
-... ~ NOT to come bode ....... y"" ore. coP", and. In I",.1i'adon. bqs 
...... "Oon'1 Ibkeouton me." 

Cody', iWOpOIIM ........ how lhioo '*" oft.., iICWTIpCI ... conocrva ~ 
,",;oclloo, difI.-entIy than oancIMd '101) NOOOt I ..... No ~ I"'Iu/Iooey has madoo 
clear -..-.oitIf: dwic lIoI)NOOOt ............. "'In e worid OI_eeI tor......., 1m-

babnao. pIuwror In ""'*"'I: has .... opIi< be_ ~ and pmhe/le • 
...... The de1 .. "oIi ... ,... toZe ,,"""'11 ill Ian...,. onlO Iho ,.... ~ 
whido .,ty!oed KCOIdoOfh ." Cody poonU oul thai I Ieio_ has only proeto to
"""dally In_ted In ..... beau ... he oubconKlouoly PC(ep\$ I'1uIvey'I Iheooy 
fha, Cody ............ '-aiM ~ men.......&ad ..... body ........ shoo _ dane. 
Ire on I..,.. and ahon", ..... oexurliry with o!hen mrku him leoloul. Heineman 
aI ............. to re:aU:re ma, he< IOocI dand", ond lnYe'Iia'~'" hiU I •• ed her lcom 
hw "*I"'" poI,1ion unckor him. 

Sut, Cody'l ln~ntIono do no, buy Into the birwy rel,lIon.hop ~ by Mu~ 
v.y', u..o.y. Cody o<rips as. p<otsuoonal obIipoion. In O<'der '0 oot.e I murder 
cue. Her dandna decon.trVC<S !he ~ birwy, She .vips (1oCIS) In thoo 
Of' it) 01 ........ InvaIopIOi" ~ • crirnoo ...d .... imp 0_ ..... ~ in or· 
der ... be ~ted poul .jonoIy "" ..... feIow,..". d>onan. not merely to 
"1Um on" the ,... crowd, Oeopiu: !he bocl IhM the crowd ~ 10 _ . 
Cody',;oc_ ~ in ..... poww ... bodo __ , ..... , ..... and be compli-

rne<IIed "" ..... female ~ COl ' ...... "" Ihe lone ..... lUII:lifanasy 0# PMt 
.. _ ",", ~. Iheooy ¥JUe5 b . Unsure 01 how 10 "PU to Ihio_ 
kond 01 oubjecI ~ ''*ii'''.1 an only cupond II. pIISiYOi"."....... and 
Inell«MI mole ;oction ,-,>, 

Throu,...,.,. Su'flPtd 10 Kill Cody Is the .......... ptofeoolonat 01 thoo two a>pI. 

WNIe ......... with Hei ............ c_ ... do ...... job. disc",,","", fha, 
Pock.11s lni\OCenl by ,ettlnl'" know him and. even thou", .... Is ~ 0I.i1 of 
. .... club. announc." .... has to ~ back and r .... h ...... '" thoo aooo. s.ou .. 
' Ic~oem:an.u/la off In dJs&us1 to find "'"' klIler 011 his own, he potentially jeop¥d. 
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t.es his pMtneI" ..... 0tM0usIy. oM ..... would t.ao.. had. -.. dur1y r ....... 
empo-.d....tirc had I_a,..., 'a' .... oed out of dMt pIaure. C#It would '-
~ on her own. rudy 10 ....... """"- ...... 5tiI. IN ............. dar .... 
Cod)o" 1M bett.- pcl ,j",,,,, ~tipt«. able 10 ...... <;aSe$ wIIhout, _', 
help. CocIy' ...... -r 01 ~ all.... , ! e , I ..... 01 .taWs ...... _ ', 
roIu. "''bihNo,. -~ pIeaauno bu.M on .... ....,.,..-, 01 .... _ ... 
• _ oI...t>cv11ura1 ~. ~ ~ idend!y chit 01 _ ~tructed by and lor 

!he In_" of !he ~I'" as I kr.d 01 sex poiItNe femitloil.m. Wilhout be
""""" friends vod beIn& respected by her lelow .w.c.n, Cod)' ccuIcI _ ..... 
Iearno<I m. inlormotion oboIIl lhii wbculw", tNl 0li0_ her 10 IoI¥e 1I>e ClIO. 

Cody'l ablHI)' 10 apIIonO...d ~.,...... u.. .... mu ....... ul~mal*/)' proves"'" "
...." Ieamtd how 10 knife tJahl and Is no Ionpr depIooderl. on Heineman', pel--. 'n .,.., W2'f ch.M ..... woman ceu Initiatod Ift\O ....... "'-tlplion ........... 
from ___ o~ walk of life. SUippI!d to /(Jf k ....., <nodi In !no willi ..... 
~ , &0 _. cllhot 1980:0. "The fcIo""'1 __ .. becoMe Il00'. 
_tipton ~ Ihou&h '!hey becW> tt- ,.,. <MINd in oct.. w.yo: jIodich SOp 
{SI.tIaIo Sao.o6< ... } in eomp........., ~ (19$5). InC! Kaoe ~ 
w_ (Deb<1o Wore-") ., Bolt..,..., (1988) In hoou"t.tl, AIeJI $oei,obb.,., 
aan. FDNIa) In n.. """' .... NW (1 986) It an K1I"MJ; and KMyo y......, (0... 
I..ane)ln I.ody ee.-. (1981) 10 • ".odow de·"if .. . 

To .... !he r.lI ..... at;an ~ kKyI V ........ (ow.. Lane) ,.... r-...1arWy 
fMhion wit' ... with I low setr.uteem 10 a /;Wde" •• :1 ct1mo _tIptor ... 
IonJer INrluI 01 the dty In I(a,.." AnIY.or"l<oc:/)' 8o_c . 1<.11)'1'0 OJ .... 0""'1 In..s6. 
p_ Ikl'" parWIeI her arowIna confIOefIco wICI cNtInC with '- "<by job" _ ...... 
dow d~pIloy ....nL As her WIndow dISJIIayo become more d:iMJ _ risque. silo 10 
rn, <errorized by • ItaI~ ... who ..... f.u.hU:..:I her ~ and m.n .-npo-.d by 
..... purw~ and apt\Kt of dMt I~. 

No ........... . ....... _ pl," Kmya ...do .... r ..... ~ at bo!h of htr lobi. 
"" ....... i~~ablelO ... careof ........ As_ ....... _ 
19901 . • ~ 01 _.:petie. ilM.oes ............ e ......... ..."...,. .. >tid ..... 
lit)' «>n<in.Ie 10 be """,",eel out wItIW. WiJi'. ....w.d....:Mel. 

For e' .,*- th.-. ore plenty 01 _ IIItns Ike ...... ( 1990) thM .... 
........ 1nteM on ~ this IrWid -.:I f ..... ~ dlpt<'deo"", b.r>d ill 19'" 
.- _' . .. ordct to ~ ............... 10 ........ b ........ "" ........ Fot ~. 
Sondno LocQ' ........ l.ottioo (Theresa Russell) pbys. ~ ...... -. 
""" <:09 who acU as «Itt- • ".."....... ... _""" In Otder 10 ~ '04« sqoooj 
bulu. 8ecw ... of piob!eo." Lot<Io has had beforoo lIMo film Of*' ..... d forud I> 

..... a poychlltriol one:.. • wMk, who will decide whether lortie shoukI be ~ 
to con~ ..... ~. LortIe .-aIs whal attnocll '- 10 m 10 her uPllfhl. tIIKk 
female .... <'Ink. odmIttIna. "World"" In vice. Str'O<1 .... Th<I wry 11,.,. IDak • )'00. 

Feel .. thM pow8' OYer ......... H .... ·em pa)'. II exdtes me.' LottIe's ""","100 .. 



wIdI '11(" CU.1Omen hal ..... '- qonic;IIlObouI ony kirocI 01 ............ reIloliomhip 
In her 0_ Woo, ... ' ! ,,6ree 0anIef. (lone Fonda"J feellnp about hereroou;. 

u.I romanc. In me ..... ·wn oboul ............ mysrettes ..cI proo-. IOIne 
(1 971 ). In lac~ later in tIM film, Lome claims INt >he rally only WMQ , INtl who 
hal .10. 01 money. 

She IfIC'nd. the movie bool", purwed by IWO men wit!! whom an. WOI'1<J: Mor· 
pn (Goo<r [hundz:o). on o.e""elam and crude wwItinc-da$$ top wIIo Is IIer 
boo&. and Stall (Ietr F~). a 1Nn..-.l ...r.,.llow.- .. 'hr. class, iWlstailt ciiotrir:t 
attorney. When Stan Is ~ 10 '*" precinct. he Irm-.tdia~ ...."b ... Ihe 
............ f'1orpn WIicts on locIIoL e>unnc u-- rln< ........... S- proch her 
....... qowll' II abc:out lwei" job. ,........,. ITIUIt boo cIiIIiaoI! ..... U. for ........ lib 
1'1orpn." lottie repIioa <:MuaIy, ., IhInk I QI\ '-die him. .•• f ricuon ............ : 
S_ a:o.on ..... ~ • .,. II ............. poice procedu .. for ..... oIIIeer 10 IriIk a ..... 
...... ,: ~ 10 1"Iorptl., 10<100<-. -..-d lottie on .. e ..... laked bu.. 
where he did no! ........,t 10 ,... lway '*" .-eaj I6enmy 10 tho crook. lottie uys. 
"Morp> ..... ~k .. to latus people, I don', QI<e It personally: 

In , .....-prilIng moment wheno tIM ...... Iw 10 de/Ir.e sexuallwus_ lor .... 

f ....... .,.I.p' booau ....... rnkIdl&-<lass person. he tw ..-.. ..... "'."*"'"" 01 
'-P ...... than d-.. .......t/na:o(lass ........-. Stan Ids ............... 1cI ... II penon-
oily becauoe 1"Iorptl., aclions .. -....' SIan', ed-Co lesson ...... Lotcie ... aII_ '*" fin. in.... ,ion'" $Qn. uyttIf she IhInks Stan b .. ~. IIIf>t-aued rue· 
tIonaty who ...... spend the rw: 01 his life.,,;u.nz "liD d-..~ . .... IoC<epO Loc· 
tie·,..........wy of himoeIf. b.rt '- _ ond tou&hness ..... helps him ... bw: •• 
romanciaIy inflcuated wIIto he<'. PerNpo Morpn is only u.tin& lottie Iike"_ 
of the &uV>.' expralina; his ~ of "-< pxI ......,n; Ihroulh urusm """ 
<OnWrnpL Vat. booo::au ... of MorpII', fond~"I oilier. tile \'Ie_ I, ... pp" ...... 0 
take Swt', $Ide and __ him ~ an unethic:aI cop. In c"",,.,.u, Sun', respeclful 
uUW!en' 01.....-. is ~. and mon! approprIaIC lor tIM ~ 
Ju ilia 1ioI", ~ and he bea>ma IncreuitotIY jaIouJ 01 S_ and lonIe', 

bIooo.'" rNliomhip. i"'IooV" Is mode I<> IooIr. ..... one! ..-. .. I Nd M 
wIIornq_t>e ..... p. 'ibieforIN' ... ·.prionaty""'rder • 

Tlwo .... builds "" suspense ne .. the end ""'- tIM oudlMce ...
-.....etI!er locIIoL 0IIC:fI .... <IiKDow1 .... holds IN key 10 the million dollar owl! 01 
• pilml1W •• -proIeCIed wItneos named Peron. wiI uke!he money and NfI'w.y 
lrom bot!! he<' Iow' pa)'ins job IIid ilia kirocI 01 ...... With whom .... Is _nde<:l. 
Also " t/uo poiro. on Imt>u/M "'" do no. know "'" i<lenllty 01 the kI ..... or whether 
lie wiN dlac ......... IN., Lome _ In Peron', plM;e 00 ..... !he ""' ... r-1c<pn 
quickly ~ 00, IN., loxtie _ IN myswy woman with P ........ and Iuks the 
informa_ to Stan. loctioo c ................. , happet>ed 10 Sun. n . w .. ose !hey 
.-II _ .................. idc Ifd>adofol. she wcepo her WIT into &dono""" o:hat .... 
did no! '- sex with ~ IUi~ ., d;dn'L I " 1; 1 ....,. ... I don', k_ 
whM IN hoi I Wi! dcin& "-" ito ilia '"' pbc .. " WillIe Son _ ...... thM Ihe 



t.houkl be wotried beau .. d-.. Idler know> !here _ a """",-", lottic ..,.. 
"Ri&t>t now, I'm ~ oared ....... , u> !han ...,v.;na: IoUJI swtldleo rrom I 
Ion. det .. u ..... to. ~'" Iowr, pIadrol ...... o,pins. <he I'M' <II twe' d 

detIocwa ond In ..... wtlll "'" typIt» 1101) .. C<Id .wn..Iln disveu., S\lII, In 1M .... 
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tnalI.. LoW. !hoots !he IOIer VIc (another .............. witnus who ~ to 
!hoot Peron to rat elf tM '-k). and $Qn ,..... '- I chinu to ...... tM country 
WIth !he ........ doIbn he now kno_ ........ conI'..wed. 

In""" fMhlon. Lon. """" tM police 10m! willi .... ~ •• doo. "" ........ -.. 
Stan ItId t10rpn ~ _"- conlnon_ II t10rpn 10 now abo ......... mat lot· 
IIot hal P ....... ·, money. Ihoulh he (Ui no. pt'CMIit. H. rail It Stan • • ~ •• IIKk 
you __ fOf' ...... ..-..yo" M1t1nt; up a unique -.. for !he m<>¥iot ""-e 1hll1e· 
male cop IN)' becomoo I r-- .... .........tty of I chIracter .. Hmy WIA ... 

&odp ~ (1 981). Ins<ead "" heedIolz Morpn'. adWa, S- JoIows L.onIe 10 the 
airport <Ind &t- '- I thana to leave IIone. She ~ 01/, pert.apo ItinItin& 
abou. wha. '- lilt .... 1 be lUte ,., I rich woman, ""'1 to .. wrn to toIm In the bIr I 
lew minuteS liter. She rea.rns P ..... •• key <Ind money. u)1nw; "T ..... It .... s-
fINo'- !he fiIm ... th I lOIn and .... lonJe·, ..... life as III elt-<:op and .. new 
~. The film tnch -" II(.Im c- -.. whase ..... rtpats "E_tbod)o 
Needs 500 •• 0". to Lean On ... To Love" wNch etICOIInIM ---. to .......... 

that this female detoaHe hu handed on '-~ lor a sold heteroa.u ......... 
tIonshIp wid! • ouo:cusf'" ItId hone$. YOU"l ....... 

.......,.,~ ............... tsolthe "eo rKW. ~ the po....,....; ...... 

dhIon "". tou&h ......... ~ cop. only 10 ~ ~ ~ relations 
by f~m·. end. The 1IIIkappy. wiId·wiIal ........nMI1s ~ 'do ._Ibwd. The 
cullU~ ......,. of the! film implies tho. women Ihould only work ... ptOfeuiaft 
until1he rifh' ...... (~ aIofta ~ asks them to ..... up ...... CIt'een lor I ~ .... 00:""'" We. 

StiI. ct-e ... also ................ 1Ni. cooIebo __ ...,.. ...... --. Cw· 
!lin 1990'1 f,..,.. deteetlYel ............. d:p1Of'l 1odvIIIc ....... poalbiIiIiu lor 
women', .. prue.ntation .. neo-no/r • . n,.1 .... wlnS lemIIo-cenleOW ftlml "'1*"1 
It.. KCq>IabIe ~ten for "'" t.ardboIled deuoc_ chanoc:tioor ill nlO ... 

Women. ....... i .. . do .... howe ........ d " ..... tic: hislOr)' of......,.. aclIon ""'-. 
or ~ II> buiIcI "p"" II ........ Consequendy • .....m of .... pnofcuIooIII 
orudety.-prcued by ...... ftrnoI. =.t.nd, 00 ..... 01 .... 1980s"""l ..... to do 
"'Ih !he ~ .taw. 01 those .........-~ wch detoaHe roIM. 

Many criIicaI mies champion a/uo StH! ( 1990) ,., petf\apo tM key con~ 
rwy female "". _ . ....,. It II tr\IIy I fIna _ ........ Its ctkIuI ~" 
"""I ....... been >kIed by Kadvyfo lI\IeIoW ......... 1Cfip< and the fKt that ..... "
been educoted It ColumbIa coIIqo by ,..., odIoIan like JoM 8eIoon ...., SjoNoire 
Lolringer. Her knowledp. of film IIId ae ...... hiJlOr)' io dour '" her commenll Oil 

makin& .... r ...... In Ui _ ... jul' befont &Iue SUeI _, 1 .ed. B<teIow ad· 
mIts .......... intended 10 do I -"""-', ocVon, .... " and .......... _ludnMed 

by"" """ MeN"e"lhey.w.e ,"10 I dIi't<..w"'" lOll< tOou.1M '*'- that 
_. In .. of Uo."If Crida ..... ".,+' ...... 10 aM SIMI wid! ......... .........".. ad· 
~IIM and ..... lroM • wide ~ of critkaI penpec:thots. 1ndo.Idlfl&: poydIo. 
anaIyrio (e..,. ~. II NICkol.. Pappu. OJ oncI Bob Selfll). Iemkliom and 

I 
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iNtiwtloniI crf(Ique ~ MizejewoId Ii) and IcIendly poiIiu (Pam CoaI!). Ub 
111 .... 11<1. I _ !IIuo Sol", as · 0 alii'i I cuIn.nI "000'''''1. rnarIdrc boxh , <Oi'I

tirowollon and ~IOPO O.eo,,,,,! U9O'> !toe sHfdnt pbcemen. 0I1e<nM.. I.u;, oaIs .. 
'''' alt,,, of ..... law ond:ol .... ,_ to rNOOD"'Y. 

Raben Self ~. ase 1or6lut Sud, .UIUS:oI OMO_,O __ , ~ambitP

del ond ~ '" ito i'IOrntMI po.-n: "The ...... lation of ..... .-.
;1.$ N ilow .:onsdwteo a major 6est>bibatiotl 01 """ ")llt ': ...... Iro ""'*",.,... 
dered wbjoo;tMly b • (enlni project -IS I" ocher wonIs. Ike mott cWoIc ........ 
n... .tor)' Iw an unauy ...... tion>hop With .... ~\U-. ~k. <he ;abCI .,.t.m. ym. 
unlike those older III ..... I;Iob '<Oi'Y doeI not end ~ nor .......... Itoe rendet 
and ...... aIity (onndlct.ons ~ pos;'" In fact, typoUl r. ....... iIy iI 1Iw.d In <he lim 
In Ie ....... of Ike tufnol (0II$11\iClIon 01 femlrllnky ond dmJre. Moepn (pmie Lee 
OIrt1o) iI ~.Iookl"t- bu. ~edIy he_II ...... <houah .-., 
(oido:s '-e tried 10 10M '-".,.".,- look to 1Ind.1esIMan ... ~ within .... ,.". 

.,..;cto ..... o.hon $Id<ed·blck hair ¥>d. -.rinI • unIIomo ond ..... ~ !tie 
brum..,l;Io!he undonn, ... [ ..... ·l''''IIr'iI!heJ ~ of .... --. """ iIIo 
law, 01 '- pos/donIII& .. ouI:ofoc< 10 the law and !he IOIbjKt 0I1b ........., ........... " 
H.pn ~ double' IQtId¥ds wI\NII!;he ....... of I)'pIuI law ..... ""oeo~ 
........... """ fore .. !he law 10 en I." _ ', ...... WhIIIo V,I, W~ 
(1 99I )Wks .......... III""" apcures the....,.. ............ fn:om t..r -' '""' ...... 
and IOU)' ..... In IIIue SIft!, Mepn Kares oil' poIiEiodol sulton by old>&" ~ 
;alodoOC!'I'IOUIIy .... adii"WRitoz 10..." that. .... ioo. o;op. None 01 Mqan' ......... 
<1&0$ ..... Irlends ~ ;all)' use for such an ~I "buldl ,.......,., - The lone .,.· 
ception In ..... r~m is Eupne (Ron !iiMrl, !he homme I.We and psyd'oo$e>Q.ooI 
deYWi!, wtoo fetlohh: .. and identof ... with pkaIi:: women, no. ..;.-.. onrr ..., 
... i'"\.epn '" 1tU'K1iYe ond heroic, bMed in JWI on CtII'\h', pre"Iow film roles, 
even thouch ..... roIoo onarIo.o • break wil;lo he< ~ 1I\IIIuU'('_ deflk:1iom of 
.undMd IeINIe beauI)', 

Berond u.... is..- of Clentity poIilia. eo.... Kaplan reacb Ihb lim i;hrOUfIo , 
..... thaI ( ""obO ... ooc:iooI <1&0$ .,..;cto,...,.... ioo:wu. Mepn. deIectift Nidt Mann 
(Clancy !!<own). and mOst of Mepl'. New York world Is etMk >nil ~ 
<1&0$, Pan 01 _1riIIiaI __ 10 ~ the ,lOCI< b<dI..- ... loa duo nwtoen 
(....,. ... in liepol re$QUr'aI'II$ ¥>d take ~ ~ _ tho dty .. ponti 
!;heir cia .. ) and ... .........., difteo .. ..,. from Itoe men she has ...- up ¥Wid 
Eu,...... Is ~. dri-sldnned. >nil succeulul-quu IN opfiOIOIa 01 t... ~ 
Go. =,hl. and ~ I,i;hor ". _ ...... ~..- "-"" .. '

~. ud\ of whom ore ~ !hat Mepn has bee ....... ccp 
Her f~d'e' moys I>omoo and .bpi ....... nd .... Wi. '" felieve hb iIImos! COIISWII dt
prewon, "" eo.... ~ .... eo deMo -.+oIIe Me..,. 10 ~ >nil. I I ... , 
;aI'OUII(i"*, 01 her own kind (Ill one poInl handtufI\na her lather >nil I>kq '*" 
toward !he poIk<o .ucIon alief' ..... of hOI &pO<iJal abu .. Inddenu), she II "bodo 
'..-no ... and dertl'ti'idal- I I around e~ TIl ... " III ... SIHlIroIr'Odu<; ... a ,.". 



G"l P,,-' F ........ Ie·Cenlefed Neo-No.t '" do*_ who ocu difle!em'), accordint to "..,p.', _ duo. Bec ... e ,....,... 
rep enlS!toe ~ .... !his ......,. .". low IftI)' ...., be prel'wenrill. '" ocher- -0.. 
~ _, of people of «OnomIt ~ it an Io.,.....too" SI.ible>n 
whNn &Iue Steti. 

Ito _ of. eo _ as ~ doanaIn:I: renerk atep")'. "IN nihoIiom of !he eto6-
.... - " wItI> Hepn ~ oil' inIo 'PI"'" ...... in • oquao:I cor. u wei as Ihe ..... 
p/>uII 011 $OCiaI dau and do-.ian. and Ihoo poddon" of __ 'J iuues as Uy 
criminal IuIMa, ooach wot1c totelheo b)' usIn& render to riidef .... dusic _ 
cone ...... Betaus.e ndi~ noir a itld.m privilqu ....... It.., u .. of mWII~ 
role ............ plou ............ with ... ,.....nI necHIO/r dlscO\if'W. In o1I>er ....:onI:s. 
81"" Stetl MIo.o.~tes INt when ~ WOtNIlIJ !he hero of !he fdm w.d ..... man lJ ..... 
the U$\impUonJ thai _ fIOfmaIly make about detectt- :and ~ ad\oer. 
__ I'iO ionl"" ..... tth ndl!lonal tende< ~. 

Und. Mi..;.wsltllabels u- _I _ II . /enWe dId<. mcwIes. De

IfI"1I contrvy /'i'iainwum ,....nc: and aoltutal pres.sures. MiulCWSk/ be"--
IIIue Steel dellnutes "d'oe Jeminbt IMW)' of ___ as powwiuI -mon "'" law 
and IIoe ...... lanwyof .".100 __ uleash. ·t ·MIte ........ ~ s.ruwn in 

..... Iabel. bu1' beIIoMo Hepn'. d'\arIoctJet lluscmes how Ihcrirc __ diocaunoo ioo 

InIIuenIial. oIo.,q concerns like cIo:oMs& ........,. 10 be ..... echoal and ............ 
cenlillWd au"'" lor low ~ement , !.owe Cr ..... ( 1991) conIIn\IeI Ihis aoItural 
dIaIotoH be&un in 6Iue Sl:eti. as >nOd'Ier IOIIJh ~ (Op bus Ihoo law ... 
dIKover the ea1uef'l(e of -....n .• bsues ulqilimo. criminal u.-. 

'" .to «tOO I.IaIe Borden make< cIe.v In her 1992 G!eos~ Interview. Ihoo _. 
slon of lcwe Crimel 1M Intended for ....... can only be found 011 "'" unmed 
'Iideoc: .... tte. BorUcon .. ~ Nt Ihoo dl<utr'OUI the.1I1Ql reception .....,kood 
from the COInjWi)"I Inwodonllly edited che.atrlc'" ~1el.M 01 "'" film bo<;:oou .. ..;. 
_ sc_ In IIoe film "made oom. of It.., executhou fMj ... ~.~ Bor. 
den "'to IidmIQ that ..... pledred audience " always "womerI 0- thirty" but !hat 
"I'm 1'iO" ~tin. I hope tIo:at men can ... IT1)' /iIma throu&h.,.. colored lot 
lemo.Ie ~ !My ......... ocIenUy with-iu" u __ ....... Nod to 0» In 
-td'oIna film with male chancters.-11 to>ooe "me. lJ Intended as I 1emoIe_ 
poweoio-._ .... 

In doe ,..., district IIt<imf!1 Dana ~ (SNn 'l'0Wlj) diKo¥en I lop 
"~_" when.,.. bqins 10 bolt ..... her CUII ..... t "Onod l-1000.,. ..... (Pot· 
rid< 1IerpI) • • man ....... pooeiI U I bmow ooft-<_ faahloo! ~ ~ 
~ ~ II 1'10( ....-e rdIiIe pIootosnp/Ieol He<b Rites .... HeIrn.ot 
NotwIOn. ~ u ... his alias, with its ~ bogooce of hiI abiIit;eo to 

construct buoJDfulImors 0( -...-. ... · con"-' ~ ........... """ pos' 
.... lor him. When !hey do pose. he telS pIouure b)' fortiool them into ~ 
.......... :and more of !heir dotloeJ 011', often Ieadins 10 oom. tort. of ~ ...... .., 
lind ... ually <u~ In «><Wi~ .... k .... • me __ qree to his Kdons 
:and toecau ... he comforcs 1IIem~. telinl them how "I'UC!hey ~ In 



_ . 0I0cria ........ ..,. 0... Go .,.'"' IS- Y"""Il ~ ... ,01 _ to, ..III _-0-1 
_~ ....... ) .. ,-c.-. 
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ct. phocoI. _ tIIouth eact. ...",.., Ieeb ¥ioImd. ~ has broke!I roo law. 
IIonIen cWms In her._ ole .. d">l. 1.- Crimes plays on -""·I.-d to f-' 
~ ~ "po II ,II __ .............. IIw they ........... to bo ll&hlo.~zed by a 
~ phollOl'." "n Dona', aIp"" _~ Ifs 1M IepI J)'$tem b 1M 
jult caw.e Woe roeedI to VSfa" her 1eIow .... [)AI. ,.. ct. aM m..n...r-. Dona • 
wwned by lwr u..c-- boos IIw "it', not ""'" joob to _ the 10-. 11', to up
I'JOicI ~ (1Ie)"_,oad." Dona can no< cotI"fIIY with \inti ..... feels the ~w bqinI 
to tab --.-·,Iuues more >eriously. 

T JPIUI 01 ott..- IU"Of!I ..........en _~ ... COtilemporwy neo-noh. DMIO 
iii ~wd nrly on .. asexual and ...... 00 ..... 1. wid's dickK-back short "-. 
I"JY bu$l1"I8» sull1 • .".; the ~ .. tyia 01. IoNr ...... I<iopu $IICh a .-bil bwJnoe<$. 
Ii&.. _ wiIh """"" and iii so ~ 111&. IhfI de\'eI~ no romantic rebtIon . 
........ ~I.o __ ,""" ca.." ..... to Ittugio. -tis what the ptOpOoI'""IooIc" II wIIicIs 
can'e.- ••• toII&h IemaIe lrf>esdptOO D_', eIferNrII .......... oecreary ad· 
....... her Klilloide and i0oi< bilL at _ poinL M ..... (Ametil Wd<eo"la bIKI<. lei
low IwnaIso M*-........ lwrto ,., •• k . ~'", yourotJtr "-'d." 

0-'1 ~ II io'~tan' bo:aooe mol' 01 the 11m dtab wid's VIriouI fa.. 
....... fII'l III . idl"bf)." the cuItunI • • ,.... ..... 1 !hOI '-noM "-'I)" ..-.I IUU3I 
appeal ~ on • ....,., ..-.I __ tn.oId _OIJIIla !HI ~ and U<e$ it 
lor .... ..- dilo.on.d psydoooexuaI pIeuureI. 0-. on ct. othor hand. has to 
It.arn about ...... ftosIin&o ~ lwr ~ by DlMo:I. 8ordM'1 io ... "",,\ Ie' 

cordin& to her 1rneMew. Is tN. IN film be tr"OO.IbIIna. "If". about oorroeoooe ....... ·1 

10 uncoo "'" u. about hIfHII ""'t ..... pull ......... In I ~ lituotion.."ll 
TIooII&Io lad< 01 seII'''''''''iedre has beon IlJed many times Ifs many cbssic :and 
_ ........ about mo.Iu. many female utdcs leel duol when • male jeopudi .... I 
luon& female; the ...... 1<1'" f.1m ....dl C<>I. on .... f..w.II ........... T ... <haII.t.1I" 
lot Uuie Borden waf to ;wold such a rnewae. 

The comblNtIon 01 0-', o:uenp. and UncotiIdcIo.ol ......-- ......-MeI1 

It .......... durito& her captMty Ifs D..td·$ cabin In 1M woodI.. Or-o«= DI"Id has 
_ her ... "dothild and ... has no< .n.d to ....... ..,. with lwr. 0- ....... In the 

pn.nI cIopnauIon ItId conI\IIIon 01 her~. """ ..... tw.- hM:l on or· 
psm. does fOOl I .. to bo b>uChed, ancIl"IId oIopt widI ..... boos thouJI'o Ihe did "'" 
Iik. it. The film buIoiI to this point .......... it fotUOII..,.,aIy on both Dona'11'IY"" 
......... ,"" .............. on D&"icI'1 SCI< uima. Tlirc:ou&tIllllttock !he ~ db· 
UI'tfit1 ""', DanIs', I.tt..-..- to Iodr. her .... cIcsoe.olw 0- aua/"st .... In the 
nWdst of _ 01 lois .....",. allan with __ woman wh!I. her """""- (Iuo wile) 
_ at worio.. Tho ~ Wjle$1S ""'1 Dona II O'OUbied by Hanover beau ... sI>e 
_ In DIWI'I pot .,." .... tho Idnd 01 erode ecswy she ~w on her fother's and 
lois Io¥t<'I laca dur1nz lois ~oMeIItIes. 

At. _ poitIl wI\.en Moria Ot>d 0 ................ 1ip\lna some of Daoid', PoIaroidI 
of varioul women. Mana ~)'S to Dana. IhlI joIc..- II &hit all • phoI~ .... 
Tho WOtNi"i .... 1tOjoyIn(!he toeII out of &.e" .... """. (This Is) more tIwo a $ImpIe 

• 
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con P'C on heo'e. It'l ..".. ..., ol ..... ~ ~1Uy Can't you _ k! INnr> 
.traWI! )'OU an '" iI!" 'NNIe 1M art rolm aopccts of INs lim o.d. as 1M use 01 
fbuhback and II>e 'idppo", around In lime of the ROlIn";"" seem to have .... m.d 0/1 
l popu .... oudience. 1M 00 rIw D>na be:ains /~ obeY, O~ ""-Is 
rro»I of die usual Indepe"deo.1 11m ...., lenwlht .. ~Ie;ooe. NeId .. Pnotrw. \he 
eroI>C lhriIIer crowd In it:I ~Iions of suwIiry ...... !he art 111m crowd In "" """'" 
~ _", poIlOCI. to.. CriTI .. Iw been oImoo. u ..... rsaIIy dlomlssed. 
Yet. Borden" ......... tIc ob .......... ¥to wonh uamWna""; '* 18dri:aI~. 

tIonoaCnify Dana', sca~ paydIe In chis In-. , ..... 

For ex¥nfIIe. when Dana Is pIrt .... .,.,en6ed leave of m.-. lor .-~ 
<he "Hancwer thInz: "'" II !old by Moril thaI hoi hu been CiIJ&ht. A' ........ Iat.r, 
Mario. calk <0 \101 Dana that the copI COl the -...., M INI wcIdenIy OaN.", 
phonoo .... dud. The....."..- bub, .n. c-"" hold of t..... ~. ard Owd con
fronll he<" In the d~ of '- m,. room. "hr •• " -We _ do .. to 
~.- He acit'rIits they __ build .. a mutu.al erocic: r .... wy and W<I. 
-00..', lite [your! .... con-. bat" ... , .... " He tt- ftuhes hiI phococnpher'. but. 
as a weapon .......... HittncocI<', R.<;. Windqw (1'.54). by ~ its IItt!t 10 len>-

ponriIy blind Dana', eyu in her attempt ... set."'beIod- on hln\ The bulb', IWh 
IJ'iaen; ......tt.e.- pilydIIc fluhback lor Dana """-- it .. revealed that her laIMr K_ 
adenuIIy shoe her modIcr dun1&' dr:>rnuIX: II&f'IC. In 0IIp'". 0_ brukJ. ~ 
po. object _ ()mcj', head. _Ie too Iiooo in '- ......, room ~ hit. ftW,. 

bulb continues to nul! ~k •• ~. and the p<>Iice ........ 10 opprekencl him. 

Maria (the ~~) """'- dwo folm as k bepn. bWc taped and In~· 
ropted by twO .....t.ite IrnerNI Main ....... They \l1li her IMt o...w 10 ... hi! 
bust ~I-Hancwer .... c1airnod. ">he 0wIte6 IWn In. Shoo wanted It.. Bul 
Maria ...... "";!h D_ :opirul thes.e <lain., Sh. <Uponds wllto • cbwc _ Ii .... 
now....-ked .. ~I *""M it is U$Od to ","lift' fcnwIis, idooIoD', _om
pIiohona o1IIc GriMIda Pollock', all for • 1Iop.1IoppIo" 01 ~bOnaI idoe. '" 
$how !Moe i<IeoIotIcaI powv,l' When Haria "')'1, "Who cares what ... sh! 
{D_l cnwed, >he aulht hlm,· . dderuemat has t-n.-.;l by coundel.o mala 
'" ;...tiIy • ~ 0/ ~ In delOCtMl IhriIen. the line _ ......... te< ¥Mh '--
INIe empo ......... t. For dill OM lime, '''''''''''' .'1""'- bel .. ,," 1aw.,1IkIcI. 
dotiQn 0/ the (Olhlci of. WOINIl',!souL Horia ... ,," ......... the men tIw 0 ..... Is 
not Nd'"l onythlnl from tI>em. 

The film -. ....... MarU. and o..a. In H'UeI IrlendoNp. bun!in& the lone com
pt'OII'OSInI nude pho'" 01 0.... .~ In • balhu.b mat DWid toeok ......... he _ 
harbor!", ~, Hona his conf..a.1ed the ph<>«>.no.. from tlie ~_ olzht 
and __ u. .... it in • tIYkHon<L ,......udiMao to __ It> see INs II " ..... n .;c.. 
lOt)' for _ ..... ",II \.WII3Ir and rtiI paa1ardoaI ;...oao l)'I1em. Dana and 

MIN break the law, conceal.., ~ ...... ". .......... their posi-.. .. !awol, 
f",.". in order to ........e IUl'1!ty get • INst ~t o...,.;d', ~ 0'IInu." D ..... 
Ie¥II$ to axpreos ... --'it)' tor ~ the nChUl'W'eS 01 her lalher'. love 
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cnrr.a chrouct'dwo __ consequences of Dw!d'i twisted """" 01_ fr,. For 
!he 11m time In IIOO-<IOIW. I fen*Iht deuICcMo ~ 'M COl" rid -"" larglitl 
and ~ ____ 01 ........ femol, ceo ... ed ..... lies ~ .... 
....... of. iooalUnlllrn. 

....,. IhIa euay ~ d, "" .... wJ:r ... lflii nlO ..... IerNne IaQIo .......... 
beoo ... her chooo;ocw has no< ~ I'l'0l(11 sIna! the dasM: I*iod . .... ...
I key player In "'0 _ . which emp/'Iuiz<O _XI NI) , pw1Iculatly In: IIody ,..",.. 
(1981),1prII1 NI Oddr (1 9&4), n.. J-/oo: $pol (1990), 8os/c /mllnel (1m). Gwt
=>:'f (1 992), PoIton I"f (1m). WItire SorIdo (1992). 8Ioom "Wfr1 (1991), &ely 0( 
E"""""e (1991). Tho 0..." (1993), !'oint 0( No lWI"'" (1993), T, ... Rommce 
(1993), Tho W,""f ........ ( l99l). a. .... MoM (1m). DIK""""e (1994), DI'...., 
I.cwet (1994), ~ Ot>d " .45 (1994). I'.omN is 8' •• 01"'1 (1994). joJo (1 995), 
H-", 0"1-_. (1996), """""0 (1 998) and Wild Th..,. (1998). De<p/IJe the 
f."..,.,... fl~'1 Increued display of NIdIIy. fluid oexuaI ~1 In Mt.r men or
_ . lAd lhe .... cuJoNI wb$dMIo<! of ~ ...... roIes.,,;p..lly .... klWd 
f .... "n;: I _IUd" _. u.... Hm' • .--. c-w- 10 can~.........d how an 
1Mocent, ... oIo.~.c. lonely . .... de$~te rNn rea c;aJtI'II: up In IN .pdor's 
-0 IpIII b)r IIw blKk wIcIow. The ~ ..... chao ""c.o 0I1he '-'
....... contftJU to pn:Mdoo. _....0 ............ lor ....,... -.... .wi pnreIlou 

0/ popular attention. Hen«. Sh¥on ~ -1kenIt' ~""oced. I ......... star 
~ 011 ..... ·COh" 0_ .. " ..... ., 

&n.c ftwn<1. W...... .... -"d of 
the new noll fin.. the Itn'1I\"Oe lalaie 
.......... datp'ou. by ~ how 
to bod'IlOU! and use me b!eSt weap
onry. In I'm the ~t lew yean, dw· 
a<;tllrs ~h l..anoo (Mary EIfDboth 
KutrwllOnlo). ~ (~ 

_ . Don _ .. 0I0n0 Ii>_ 

fondo), Alabama (Patricia ~), 1; .. __ ...... 
Zoe ~ DeIpI>y), Storleo .. (ReNa r 
z, • ., •• ) ancI MaIoty ()ukw! t..-
wiI) ... ....., WId .. 10 tob on 
KdYe ..... In murcIer fIIIhw for _I ...... or for !heir men in !heir 
~ r..., Whol. s...a (1 m ). 
"""'10( No ReI"," (1 99] ), T .... iii>
""""" (1 99]). ICiIO!t Zoe (1m), 
Looe otId" 4S (1m) and NohUI 
!om Killen (1 994). Yet. most femme 
l.taIe .......... conllnue to l_iSUibe 
paowdll'. Thu,. the usiell w-r 10 
w.... oarit>SMo __ In (OIWIt"V&-
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IIYe fMmI fltaIe limo io t<> kJI them oft, ""'""" Po"*" ( 1989), 11M ,",""en 
( 1990~ ar.6 '-etIw, ~ (1991) ... mab .... cluu!.lClion of the nns,... 
sMe 1etnaIe .... ..--. pc-l o(!heir IJmL The ~ CFOf' 01 no. ___ out. 

la_ on the n.on.. W;Iudi", ....... fm.a .. MorIGl ThouJtIu (1991). ~ (1 99:1). 
TI>eI/7>o ornj I,ou,se (1991). KD/r(otni<J (/991). '"""" .",.j .. . . 5 (1m), Not'" 80m 
~ (1994) • ..-.IjocU e._ ( 1997) abo differ from oIdooroutlr.w loirno concern
.. ~ o;oupMt In It,.;, "projecllotls of I'NKUIne lITOpoc. IIId --. 
t....,c 100 ~ _) 110 ph)oIaI ~ -u The -.n-l, IuoI: 
SotIIdmefttJI ou .... w "'*'I """ as ~ be .... woman .. d!a ....... in Iheoe ~ 
and they add further variation. for- culwral aIWysI$ when _ por><Ien what JIIdI 
/emaho fon\Ulu re/Iect about contemporvy ..........,', IeeIif>r$ and /ru."" ..... 
wkh Oaditlonol '-'-0 , .. '01 romonc • . /II cndcaIlUppOOIIJO/I "'!his eswo)'. IhM 
-u... ......... of ~ ..... IJ-Mr] ~.'ct .. .r.IJ~.primory _ ..... cuIIunI 
IMetpnIG"",,"I' has JUIded my "'"fIP'I'I cllhoo hioto<y IIId cuIwraI iuuM ........ 
roundin, WOfTIan-<:en"'-' IWCH>OIir film. of the 1980s ancI 1m.. 

$Inc. 1M ~ 011".,.. dlrw:ton in the 19805 ancI 1990s, 1iIto'& chal 
....... concenlnlted ____ detecct.es and thetnalla to- _""'" n'IOA K -

eep H, 10 .... Jen(e. VMIc.cbaM: ~ _ . """"'" un 1nhabilIud, .,,-ov' 
It.e roIM ond pursue """'- ..........,', ~ !.p, iIn6 poIidc~ boues. n.. 
lUd! cultural tow. ...... b.tome a IMpr part 01 ............. discourse , ill'mraleS 
!hat mMJ' neo·no/r ........... will ......... wometI-«f\Iered, oNfdn&. "\I>a _temk 
po obIem 01 uiIT-. fiImo from d>at 01 • ....t:,oct eaeer lID know. clwina '* po.y. '" 
chit of I IUbfect ""-d)r poo ........ II .... Ixu. ........ racIw" IwneI '" be 
k"own 1I(1u\o'IIedted ........ 17 W_ are fNI)' "*'I doIpct..t ulOJth 
professioNI _tipton who wek_ otan,.... ..... -.. toulf'! mys ...... Tho. 
,.....,....".....nber 01 woman',.....,........ builds ~ arzu ...... t ..... 1 It..~. 

oIaed ... .........., of IaI>c!IinJ aI con\6O ...... _, ,.., .... as _"""""'*'- bo.ilah 
~ The --" .. diK\I$Kd here alto po " .w.c Imic """- 01 decec· 
_ ....... as euentbly ........ odeoed. Crida roeed 110 ....... ....".-..: .... 

Iered ",0 'IOit. bot ~tNC1 should furtl\ef deKr1be and exp-:I ....... of femaIo 
klendry. pro/uslonalism. and YIoIenc. thai ~ been InU'OdlKod ........ Nooo-<-
is .... ~ ..d Yibtant cu~ dlrcOUlH thai can ... point out boIh 
rt.eo..oaI poolE •• and role Iio .ot.&ticw. in ......... I>aodboled ~ ....... 
u mcrdy rrWe-ceri-.d kIInIII)' .... 

Not.s 
1 s....n L,.... U . _ .. I ~ 'od." "'_<. Spet>OIIoo.oo I99J. p. lS 

1. _ .. p. 1:10. 

J EIOJ'I'O ~ ~_ ,."..,. MO • .". C ......... _ ~ w .. (Soo.oIo E..d 
P ..... I~).p. J1 

4. o.n.u.o. ~ "KM. 1: • .-. TO'-I 11" .... ond'-lcnuoom " 1o w_ 
... ,. .... _ . Eel. E._~ Ed. (VI. 197'). p. 16 



5. ,.,..,. Iwo 0-.0. Tho DMIN .. Deoh: Tho W_'" ... -f 1M rHo.. c-. ,,.1). p. l7 

, . !bod • p. IJ 

1 lM.n r-u..,.. v __ ""- _ . (IMoooo. • • tIt)., I. 

1. W .. , . lt 

e. )oIw! AoIc .. ~ 1M....-., (u..w..H)on-. 1tM), p. ' Ie. 

t Coot. , .... ....... SoooI." """""",' ... II<lIout S1.681 (No •• ,,,,"" 1990). , . 1 I l . 
10. c.... I(opiM, "Dwt)' ~ SI..t F_ n....,. Go. I<> I Wj "~.- DII

,_ ... 16,1 (F'" '"l). pp. SO-70. 

II. Nkiolao '-. ' J>, s.. 0('--. Men: , .. (,"" .... , 10 (Sp!'WII. '990~ 1'1', 
14·26. 

12. R-. T. w . ..",..,._" It>. law .. ~ .......... _SIMI - J-""'ot (a.. oM 

v_.461~.I9H~pp. JI"'J . 

Il . ...... r~ I sid. ~""'f ....... Dod<: n.. -of"'" '--1>0 ..,.j"'~: 
Jto-I!I offa.. ..., v_. 45.1-3 <Wr-.FaI. 1 "l). pp 6-U 

IS w ., . Jl . 
16 1bIoI . , )S 

17 I(opiM, p. S7 

II 1bIoI . p. " . 
It l"Ib~pp.I 6- 11. 

20 c,.- u.... ~Ij ('.e"..... ~ .. It>. O>omo; M ~_IIo" -. I.IzDo 
-..( ...... , •. ",.) (1"2). po 1. 

11. kIom. 

11. Ibid. p. t . 
)). 11>1<1., p. 10, 

24. GnooIdo I'<IIIodt. _ ., w......,. ......." ,.,..,... 0/ W_1 Tho s..-.I 5<o1;Kr: 
('0' 1 tv. '"2). pp. IU ... S. 

1$ KaohIoowo t1urp/1)r. "OftIy ~ ............... _ '" _ .- fI,. '-'. 21.4 
~I"').,.U 

2 • . 1(opiM, p. $' 

17,-,.24 
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